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and promised to provide money to pay off the twenty-seven thousand men to be disbanded. At the same time, it insisted that the control of the military forces of the nation should belong to Parliament, not to the Protector. On this question Oliver could not yield. In his opinion and in the opinion of his Council, thirty thousand men were not sufficient to keep the three nations in peace.
The royalist rising in Scotland was only just put down, and Ireland, though subdued, was seething with discontent. In England, preparations for an insurrection were in progress, encouraged by the disputes between Parliament and the Protector. " Dissettlement and division, discontent and dissatisfaction," he said, " together with real dangers to the whole, have been more multiplied within these five months of your sitting'than in some years before. Foundations have been laid for the future renewing of the troubles of these nations by all the enemies of them abroad and at home/'
The Cavaliers, said Cromwell, had been for some time furnishing themselves with arms; " nothing doubting but that they should have a day for it, and verily believing that whatsoever their former disappointments were, they should have more done for them by and from our divisions than they were able to do for themselves/* The Levellers were working in concert with the Cavaliers, " endeavouring to put us into blood and confusion, more desperate and dangerous confusion than England ever yet saw/' Republicans of position were joining with the Levellers to create discontent and mutiny amongst the